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Andhra Pradesh launches novel afforestation project
to revive Kadapa’s native flora

The Kadapa Native Forest Restoration Project, led by the District Forest
Department, aims to bring back indigenous tree species that once thrived

in the region.
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Lush forest cover in the Nallamala Range of the Eastern Ghats, in Kadapa. (Wikimedia Commons)
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that rely on exotic species, this project emphasises ecological restoration,
biodiversity, and long-term water security by reintroducing native trees across

forested and open lands.

A major environmental initiative is underway in Andhra Pradesh’s Kadapa district, where
forest officials are working to revive native forests lost to decades of deforestation and land-

use change.

The Kadapa Native Forest Restoration Project, led by the District Forest Department, aims to

bring back indigenous tree species that once thrived in the region.

Officials say this approach goes beyond traditional afforestation, which often relies on fast-

growing but non-native trees.

South First spoke to Vineet Kumar, the District Forest Officer (DFO) of Kadapa, who said the
project is rooted in ecological restoration — prioritising biodiversity, long-term sustainability,

and water security.

“The project is about the restoration of native forests in the Kadapa region of Andhra Pradesh.

It is meant for reclaiming the forests which existed long back and are degraded now,” he said.

Also Read: From Kurnool to Kakinada: 5.4 1akh birds dead or culled in ‘High
Pathogenicity’ HSN1 outbreak in Andhra Pradesh

Beyond simple green cover

This is the first project of its kind in the region. Kumar said earlier efforts largely focused on

increasing green cover, often with exotic species like eucalyptus and acacia.

“Earlier, most of the efforts have been on greenery,” he said. “That is not a wholesome

approach to ecological restoration.”
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Kumar cited deforestation, forest fires, shifting land use, and climate change as key drivers of

forest degradation.

He said reintroducing native flora is vital, not only in forested zones but also in open and

degraded lands across the district.

“The project is intended for both forest areas and outside forest areas where there is a scope of

bringing back the native forests,” he added.

Native species, he explained, are those that occur naturally in a region and are best suited to

support local ecosystems.

Their restoration is expected to benefit biodiversity, water conservation, and sustainable

livelihoods.
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Kadapa, which suffers from severe water scarcity and land degradation, stands to gain

significantly from such an initiative.

“If the native forests are not preserved and restored, future generations will not have access to

the rich biodiversity nature gave us. It is important for our survival,” he added.

Also Read: Hong Kong suspends import of poultry eggs from Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana due bird flu outbreak

Land, funding, and skepticism

Kumar acknowledged that restoring degraded forests comes with hurdles — including limited

land availability, funding constraints, and low public awareness.

“There are several challenges, such as convincing people about the necessity of restoring
native forests, the availability of land due to continuous pressure on land resources, and

especially funding,” he said.

Despite these difficulties, he remained optimistic: “We expect to overcome these through a

participatory approach and by joining hands with all stakeholders.”
Kumar stressed that collaboration is key to the project’s success.

“To meet the objective, we have to work with a multitude of bodies,” he said. “We have to
primarily collaborate with the local communities of the area, including the Scheduled Tribe

(ST) populations.”

He continued: “Furthermore, we must also collaborate with other government departments,
institutions, and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) along with civil society

organisations.”

Also Read: Chandrababu Naidu targets 15 percent GSDP growth and announces
mega DSC recruitment for teachers
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DFO Vineet Kumar in the forest

A communal effort

Community involvement, he noted, plays a central role in protecting and sustaining

reforested areas.

https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/andhra-pradesh-launches-novel-afforestation-project-to-revive-kadapas-native-flora/ 517


https://s3.ap-south-1.amazonaws.com/media.thesouthfirst.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/WhatsApp-Image-2025-03-28-at-17.30.27_9cb6de3f-1.jpg
https://s3.ap-south-1.amazonaws.com/media.thesouthfirst.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/WhatsApp-Image-2025-03-28-at-17.30.27_9cb6de3f-1.jpg
https://thesouthfirst.com/
https://thesouthfirst.com/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/politics/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/health/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/andhrapradesh/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/karnataka/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/kerala/

05/04/2025, 14:58 Andhra Pradesh launches novel afforestation project in Kadapa - The South First

SOUTH
FIRST

The other half of the India story

HOME | POLITICS | HEALTH | ANDHRAPRADESH | KARNATAKA | KERAI

through science-based afforestation techniques.

“The objective is to involve as many people as possible. However, in the beginning, we want to
identify and restore degraded forest areas with the support of government funding, corporate

social responsibility (CSR), and local communities,” Kumar explained.

He warned against delay, noting the rising risks from climate change. These forests act as
natural buffers against extreme weather events such as droughts and floods, which are

becoming more frequent.

“Climate change is accelerating, and for our survival, we must protect Mother Nature, which

provides for our needs,” he said.

“The more we delay, the more we are accelerating the fury of climate change and the loss of

biodiversity, which endangers humans.”

He continued: “Ecological restoration of degraded lands should be taken up without further

delay. It protects the land from further degradation and allows the local ecology to flourish.”
(Edited by Dese Gowda)

Are youanindependentjournalist?

Send in your ideas to pitch@thesouthfirst.com
News features, interviews, analysis, opinion

N

Share

Follow us o @

TAGS: ANDHRA PRADESH ANDHRA PRADESH FOREST DEPARTMENT CLIMATE CHANGE FORESTS KADAP

Recommended For You

https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/andhra-pradesh-launches-novel-afforestation-project-to-revive-kadapas-native-flora/ 6/7


https://thesouthfirst.com/tag/andhra-pradesh/
https://thesouthfirst.com/tag/andhra-pradesh-forest-department/
https://thesouthfirst.com/tag/climate-change/
https://thesouthfirst.com/tag/forests/
https://thesouthfirst.com/tag/kadapa/
https://t.me/southfirst
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vab3ofG3AzNXps44ZZ28
https://thesouthfirst.com/
https://thesouthfirst.com/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/politics/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/health/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/andhrapradesh/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/karnataka/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/kerala/

05/04/2025, 14:58 Andhra Pradesh launches novel afforestation project in Kadapa - The South First

SOUTH
FIRST

The other half of the India story

HOME | POLITICS | HEALTH | ANDHRAPRADESH | KARNATAKA | KERAI

INO cause IOI panic: Andanra rraaesn neaitn departiment on cniids pira
flu death

Apr 02,2025

YSRCP opposes Waqf Bill, cites constitutional violations
Apr 02,2025

Lokesh lays foundation stone for 135 crore CBG plant by Reliance New
Energy in Prakasam district
Apr 02,2025

TDP treading on eggshells on Waqf Amendment Bill, trying neither to
hurt BJP nor muslims

Mar 31, 2025

Chandrababu Naidu targets 15 percent GSDP growth and announces
mega DSC recruitment for teachers
Mar 25, 2025

The other half of the India story

Follow Us On :

009D O

Categories  States | Opinion & Analysis | Movies | Community & Culture | Health & Wellness |
Andhra Pradesh | Karnataka | Kerala | Tamil Nadu | Telangana |

South First  About Us | Privacy Policy | Contact Us | Work With Us |

© Copyright SouthFirst 2025 All Rights Reserved. Powered By Veegam Software Pvt Ltd.

https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/andhra-pradesh-launches-novel-afforestation-project-to-revive-kadapas-native-flora/ 717


https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/andhra-pradesh-cms-review-on-ttd-whatsapp-services-to-be-introduced-soon/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/andhra-pradesh-cms-review-on-ttd-whatsapp-services-to-be-introduced-soon/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/andhra-pradesh-cms-review-on-ttd-whatsapp-services-to-be-introduced-soon/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/andhra-pradesh-cms-review-on-ttd-whatsapp-services-to-be-introduced-soon/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/no-cause-for-panic-andhra-pradesh-health-department-on-childs-bird-flu-death/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/no-cause-for-panic-andhra-pradesh-health-department-on-childs-bird-flu-death/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/no-cause-for-panic-andhra-pradesh-health-department-on-childs-bird-flu-death/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/no-cause-for-panic-andhra-pradesh-health-department-on-childs-bird-flu-death/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/ysrcp-opposes-waqf-bill-cites-constitutional-violations/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/ysrcp-opposes-waqf-bill-cites-constitutional-violations/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/ysrcp-opposes-waqf-bill-cites-constitutional-violations/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/lokesh-lays-foundation-stone-for-%e2%82%b9135-crore-cbg-plant-by-reliance-new-energy-in-prakasam-district/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/lokesh-lays-foundation-stone-for-%e2%82%b9135-crore-cbg-plant-by-reliance-new-energy-in-prakasam-district/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/lokesh-lays-foundation-stone-for-%e2%82%b9135-crore-cbg-plant-by-reliance-new-energy-in-prakasam-district/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/lokesh-lays-foundation-stone-for-%e2%82%b9135-crore-cbg-plant-by-reliance-new-energy-in-prakasam-district/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/tdp-treading-on-eggshells-on-waqf-amendment-bill-trying-neither-to-hurt-bjp-nor-muslims/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/tdp-treading-on-eggshells-on-waqf-amendment-bill-trying-neither-to-hurt-bjp-nor-muslims/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/tdp-treading-on-eggshells-on-waqf-amendment-bill-trying-neither-to-hurt-bjp-nor-muslims/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/tdp-treading-on-eggshells-on-waqf-amendment-bill-trying-neither-to-hurt-bjp-nor-muslims/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/chandrababu-naidu-targets-15-percent-gsdp-growth-and-announces-mega-dsc-recruitment-for-teachers/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/chandrababu-naidu-targets-15-percent-gsdp-growth-and-announces-mega-dsc-recruitment-for-teachers/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/chandrababu-naidu-targets-15-percent-gsdp-growth-and-announces-mega-dsc-recruitment-for-teachers/
https://thesouthfirst.com/andhrapradesh/chandrababu-naidu-targets-15-percent-gsdp-growth-and-announces-mega-dsc-recruitment-for-teachers/
https://thesouthfirst.com/
https://thesouthfirst.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Thesouthfirst2022
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbZMvW807JWuNBOcYK5c91w
https://twitter.com/TheSouthfirst
https://www.instagram.com/thesouthfirst/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/south-first/
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vab3ofG3AzNXps44ZZ28
https://t.me/southfirst
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/news/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/opinion/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/entertainment/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/featured/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/health/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/andhrapradesh/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/karnataka/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/kerala/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/tamilnadu/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/telangana/
https://thesouthfirst.com/about-us/
https://thesouthfirst.com/privacy-policy/
https://thesouthfirst.com/contact/
https://thesouthfirst.com/careers-at-south-first/
https://veegam.com/
https://thesouthfirst.com/
https://thesouthfirst.com/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/politics/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/health/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/andhrapradesh/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/karnataka/
https://thesouthfirst.com/category/kerala/

